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MCDC PARKS GRANT HELPS FUND
MCKINNEY PARK IMPROVEMENTS

MCKINNEY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (MCDC) RECENTLY AWARDED THE CITY OF MCKINNEY PARKS

DEPARTMENT $2.27 MILLION IN GRANT FUNDS TO HELP FUND SORELY-NEEDED PARK-RELATED ENHANCEMENTS.

“Building and maintaining city parks is
a key issue for the future of McKinney,
said MCDC Executive Director Mike
Gibson. “Availability of parks and
green space is a significant concern
for families and new businesses
considering a new location.”
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The grant provides $335,000 for the

design and installation of sports lighting
at Al Ruschhaupt Soccer Fields. An additional $50,000 has been
allotted for the design of additional parking spaces at that location,
just west of US 75 near Town Lake Park. Construction will start this
summer and these improvements will enable organized teams to
safely hold practices after sunset.

$40,000 has been earmarked for the design and construction of an
18-hole disc golf course. The course will be designed by professional
disc golf players at no cost to the city. Planners are currently
analyzing benefits of locating the new course at Erwin Park or at the
Wilson Creek Greenway, just south of US 380.

Located in McKinney’s northwest corridor, Erwin Park has

the potential of becoming the city’s signature park location.
McKinney's exponential northward development demands careful
planning for the heavily-wooded 212-acre park. The MCDC grant
provides $65,000 to fund a master plan study of Erwin Park,
which is already underway.

“We have to be careful to protect the view at Erwin Park,” said
Lemuel Randolph Director of Parks and Recreation. “There is nothing
else quite like it in North Texas.”

$40,000 has been set aside to design and construct parking at
Fitzhugh Park. Visitors to the park, located just east of SH 5, must
currently park their vehicles in the street.

The grant allots $825,000 for the design and construction of three
neighborhood/school parks currently in the planning and/or
development stages. An additional $75,000 allows for the design
and construction of a future neighborhood/school park.
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“The city has been very aggressive about developing parks adjacent
to elementary schools,” Randolph said. “This funding provides for
the development of parks at the site of three schools that are newly-
constructed or are under construction. The additional funds allow us
to design a new park near a school that will be built in the future.”

The grant also invests $169,000 to level the sloping ground inside the
western corridor of Wattley Park. Leveling this land at the park, which
is located just east of Throckmorton Sireet, will facilitate the future
development of practice fields.

The Parks Department will use $500,000 in grant funds to acquire
various lands within the Wilson Creek floodplain, southeast of SH

5. These funds will help augment $180,000 in funds from a Collin
County Open Space grant. The purchase of these infill lands allows
the creation of hike and bike trails from Town Lake Park to the Heard
Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary. An additional
$175,000 will fund further development of the Wilson Creek corridor,
which includes a potential new park site.

“MCDC is vital to the City’s plans for accommodating the needs
for passive and active parks for our citizens in the years to
come,” said Randolph. “When corporations seek to relocate,
they look at quality of life

indicators as equally important

to economic indicators.

McKinney’s park system is

a huge asset that must be

maintained - not just for today

- but for future generations.”

MCKI NNEY FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MCDC,
M ¢ D cC |

VISIT WWW.MCKINNEYCDC.ORG

uquue b\f ndture. OR CALL 214.544.0296.
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